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The Quiksilver Crossing Comes Home With a Splash  
 
By Alyssa Fetini 
 
(Newport Beach, CA) June 26th 2005- On Sunday night, the fine people at Quiksilver made sure that the 
Cannery Restaurant in Newport Beach was at its finest. The drinks were flowing, the buffet was loaded, and the 
guests were having the time of their lives. The occasion? The homecoming of  a shabby converted salvage boat 
bobbing off the dock outside. Intrigued? I was too, until I discovered the significance of  this little boat to the 
surfing community.  

 While it may not be evident from the looks of it, the boat actually boast the title of being one of the world’s 
leading ocean adventure vessels.  The boat,-aptly named “The Indies Trader” -has been the vehicle of choice for 
The Quiksilver Crossing- a six year, 90,000 nautical mile tour of the world’s oceans.   

The Quiksilver Crossing is an ongoing adventure, exploration, educational and scientific mission traversing the 
world’s oceans to seek out uncharted surf breaks and locales in a quest for the perfect wave. The boats guests 
include renowned surfers Kelly Slater, Danny Fuller and Veronica Kay as well as marine biologists from reef 
check, the California based reef conservation foundation to study and help protect the coral reels they encounter. 
In addition, The Quiksilver Crossing is Devoted to positive cultural exchange and the development of empathy for 
indigenous peoples around the globe. 

 

“The Quiksilver Crossing has become an incredible symbol of global surf culture, a visual metaphor for surf 
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exploration, empathy for local, indigenous cultures, ocean science and environmental awareness.” Said Bob 
McKnight, CEO, Quiksilver. “At Quiksilver, we are passionate about surfing and we would like to see more areas 
around the world preserved for surfing. With the Quiksilver Crossing we hope to contribute to environmentally 
friendly, and sustainable practices in regards to coral reef conservation. We are very proud of our global effort to 
study and help protect the reefs, a subject of vital importance to island and costal communities around the world. 
Coming finally to the West Coast and California, where surfing was first popularized around the world is a major 
event for the Quiksilver Crossing.” 

   

Since its Launch in Cairns, Australia in 1999, The Quiksilver Crossing has traveled more than four times the 
distance around the earth and discovered and surfed 103 world class standard waves. Reef check scientists on 
board have also documented the health of dozens of the worlds most remote coral reefs and brought 
conservation education to school kids at every stop.  

Having traveled from Australia through French Polynesia to the Indian Ocean to South Africa, through the 
Mediterranean to Europe, then crossing the Atlantic to South and Central America and the Caribbean, The 
Quiksilver Crossing’s maiden North American voyage began in Spring 2004 in Miami. The ship then continued 
up the East Coast before entering the Great Lakes and Visiting Canada, which lead the Indies Trader Down the 
Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico. After passing though the Panama Canal, the Quiksilver Crossing now 
reaches the West Coast and Newport Beach, the hometown of Quiksilver, prompting the mayor of Newport 
Beach to proclaim Sunday June 26th “Quiksilver Crossing Day.” 

Luke Adler lends a hand



The Quiksilver Crossing will be in Newport Beach at the Nautical Museum until July 2nd and will be in Marina Del 
Ray between July 5th through 8th at  the Ritz Carleton. During its time at each port, The Quiksilver Crossing will 
host fundraising benefits for local environmental groups, press conferences, boat tours, VIP cruises, educational 
events, and in store promotional appearances, all sponsored by Quiksilver. 

While the Indies Trader may have dwarfed in comparison to the big white ocean yachts that towered over it in the 
harbor, Its history, mission and charm made all of the aesthetic factors seem obsolete. Leaning against the dock 
watching the Indies Trader rest after its long journey gave me a sense of profound admiration for the sport of 
surfing and the legacy of respect that comes along with it.  

The Mayor of Newport Beach declaring June 26th "Quiksilver Crossing Day"

Guests on the bow of the ship



For more information about the Quiksilver Crossing and tour dates and locations please visit 
www.thecrossing.quiksilver.com and for information about Reef Check, visit www.reefcheck.org  
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A one of a kind boat in a sea of white sails.


