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Students find rising fish stocks
in Cebu sites

BY LIBERTY A. PIMILI =

FISH pupulation In s
lecred sites in Cebu is in-
Cregsing, aocording moove-
sultsof a survew by a group

af srudents foumn & univer-
siryin the Tinired Kingdoom.

Aczroup elfsiudents om
D University in. the

Umitect Kingdom reported
yesterday thar thare is s gen-
cralinerease in the popula:
tin of indicaror fsh spe-
cios, - in-marne: prolected
areds ol Malapascua in

Uaanbanayan, Dlangn and
Rantayan chis year

This year’s survey is a
rellow-up of a 2004 reel
check by snather group nf
Dierizant Universiy students,
s uznder the Durhzm Uni-
versiny Corzl Awareness amd
Research  Expedirian
[TDcare) project.

The Dycare projecr wanis
tonhelp dnterested local comr-
mnirigs imprave and sus-
tain the mapagement af
rheir shresrened coaseal ro-
SIS,

Indicator figh

In this year's reel check,
the group alsa lnokead into
fish popularion and coral
cover ofl Balicasag and
Tabalong in Panglza,
Bahol; and in Cebu, off the
islands of Kalanggaman
and Capirancillo [Bogo) and

vStar Sh§ Beposter

il Moalboal rown.

Ther group tnnitarsd e
population of species like
groupers, sweetlips hamp-
heart wrasse [Cheilinus
undulerus), bumphesd
parrotfish (Halbomaetopon
muricamum ), butierlly fish,
snapper (Lutianidag sp.),
moray eel, spiny lobstes,
paneil urehin and crowmeof-
thorus starish [Acanthasmer
planci).

These indizator species
were seiected hecause they
showe the general health of
a raaf. Thei abundance i
clicrzied bar “enthropogenic”
i o from hmman) ac-
Livities, the sroup said dur-
ing the presentatinm atthe
Universingaf Cebu

While an increase in the
pupulation of fish specigs i
a gaod development, the
presenve of crows-of-thorns
srarfish is a negative one.

Mot only does this sTar-
fisk cat e Hasnes (polyps)
el enrals, an increase of i
population ndicates o de
cling in the number of s
miatural predarons, the gl
tritoi shall.

Hard coral

This yeara reef check
found that in o marine pro-
teeted aArer [(NEAL off
Talima in Dlanga zland,
Lne prpuladon of indicatar
fish wenrup w0 170 fom 58
in 2004,

Fopuiarion of cerlain in-
dicatar Nish spécics i an
MPA Off Bantayan and
Malapascua lslands also
inereased m'ﬂ.pdrl:rl Lo JasL
vearn There 1S a population

increase in cerrzin fish spe-

cies porside the MPAS, as
wekl, the group reported.
ﬁnr e Eroup noaed har
hard coral cover off Lapus
Lapus-in Malapascia de-

creazed, from S0 parcent in

00t 27 parcent this year,

The Durham students
also olbgerved more coral
rubble nn the seafloor.

in Jilmagaan i fanra-
wan, hard coral cover well
up b G0 percent, from 50
peroent last vear

The growp also noted an
increass i the hacd caral
cover of reefs in Capt-
taneillo and Kalsngeaman
jslands.

The group said they oo
sider the Olango lsland
sices A% iMportanl heceuse
thess are near urban areas
whore “heavy tourism” ex-
ists, The students also ob
zepved thers is enthusiasm

for the ssrsbiishment of

ME among lecal residents
in these areas,

http://www.reefcheck.org/infocenter/newsarticlessyDUCARE_2005.JPG

I che open fomem, 1he
sroup alao revealed that
thay saw many giant clams,
a prorecred species, in the
pubilic marker in Moealboal,

The group recamended
thar mvere WEAS be estan-
lished with politicsl ap-
proval 2nd support. 1t said
protential sives for M need
o heve enongh coral cover
for regenerelion,

Tix avnid coral damage,
the students proposed The
installztion of moorine
ouays outside MPAS, They
stressed the importance of
aducating oeal peaple, of-
ficials and dive operalors
abour rezpurce manage-
mezl and proteclicn.

Findings will be submit-
ted o Reef Check, o pro
arainthar assesses e stare
of reefs worldwide, This
year's survey was alzn con-
ducted with Cosstal Dynaan-
jcs Foundetion in Lepuo-
Lapu City, Padi Project
Avars and Reef Check vol-
wnteers [roan Cebu, Spain
and e Metherdands.
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