
 

 

 

 
HI-YO ‘SILVER! 
THE QUIKSILVER CROSSING DOCKS IN SAN DIEGO 
By Bill Biss 

The Quiksilver expedition just recently docked at the Shelter Island Marina. The Indies Trader has been almost 
everywhere in the world and is now on a journey up the California coast. The Quiksilver Crossing is combining a 
tremendous amount of hard work with the excitement and pleasure of exploring the world’s untapped waves to surf 
and studying the sea creatures and their habitat within those waters. Quiksilver in partnership with Reef Check have 
sailed to numerous exotic locations in the brightly painted boat built in 1972 by Dave Barnett, original Captain and 
builder of The Indies Trader. 
While the boat was docked in San Diego, several local business people and reporters had the opportunity to take a 
beautiful cruise through the harbor and learn more about this unique and important journey.  
The hostess for the evening and crew member Simone Kelly, hailing from Australia, explained the mission statement 
of the team, which covers four important points: To explore the world’s oceans for surf; to contribute to the 
environment; to have empathy for the local culture and customs; and finally to educate.  
Simone gave the guests of the boat a tour of the quarters, which can accommodate thirteen people. The crew 
consists of the captain and the cook and three Indonesian crew members. There are also eight berths in four cabins 
and the people on board usually change every two weeks. The usual makeup of a trip is four surfers, one marine 
biologist, a stills photographer and a cinematographer. Sometimes a writer is on board, or else another stills 
photographer or surfer. 
The boat has been filled with those searching for the perfect wave since March of 1999. As well, the boat has helped 
the scientific professional and marine biologist discover the imperfect conditions of our oceanic climate, where global 
warming even in the most uncharted territories has an effect on the underwater life living in it. The Quiksilver 
Crossing has traveled across the Pacific Ocean, Indonesia, across the Indian Ocean to South Africa, through the 
Mediterranean to Europe and then on to Brazil and up to Central America and the Caribbean.  
Reefcheck is a crucial part of the Quiksilver Crossing. The organization monitors the conditions of the world
reefs and also works to educate the general public about the dangers we face in creating pollution in our waters.
The boat’s maiden voyage through the San Diego Harbor presented an excellent opportunity to spend time learning 
more about the Quiksilver Crossing and enjoy the wonderful company who work and live on the boat. Although not a 
part of the larger journey, it was a privilege to experience a small part of it here in San Diego. Log onto the journey at 
thecrossing.quiksilver.com. 
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